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and contributed most to our heritage convinces us that this com-
plete surrender to Him and an unshaken faith that our needs
shall be supplied shall not go unrewarded.55 Possession of things
which are not indispensable to us in the present is a sign of want
of firm faith in the goodness of Providence.
His experience of the baneful psychological and moral
effects of man's love of wealth further strengthens his convic-
tions. Jesus' stern and well-known teaching on the subject of
riches,56 he thinks, gives us an eternal rule of life. Like Jesus
Gandhiji also believes that one cannot serve both God and
Mammon. He realizes how possession creates attachments and
tends to monopolize man's thought and action to the utter
neglect and languishing of the soul. Thus the pursuit of truth
becomes impossible. Much of violence in the world can be
traced to disputes concerning possessions.
"It is my certain conviction based on experience/' said
Gandhiji to Dr. Mott, the American evangelist, in 1936, "that
money plays the least part in matters of spirit."57 In another
conversation with Dr. Mott, summing up his views on the place
of money in the life of the satyagrahi, he said, cc. . . .1 have
always felt that when a religious organization has more money
than it requires, it is in peril of losing its faith in God and
pinning its faith on money. You have simply to cease to depend
on it. . . .The fact is, the moment financial stability is assured,
spiritual bankruptcy is also assured.3'58
If the satyagrahi tries to live according to the vow of non-
possession he will become fearless and his simple life will leave
55  Gandhiji's speeches reported in Harijan, January 30, 1937.
56  "Provide neither gold, nor silver, nor brass in your purses nor scrip
for your journey, neither two coats, neither shoes, nor yet staves; for the
workman is worthy of his meat." Matthew, X, 9-10. "It is easier for a camel
to go through the eye of a needle than for a rich man to enter into  the
Kingdom of God." Matthew, XIX, 24.
57 H., Dec. 26, 1936, p. 368.
58 H., Dec. 10, 1938, p. 371.
This is how Mahadev Desai sums up Gandhiji's views on non-posses-
sion: "You may have occasion to possess or use material things, but the secret
of life lies in never missing them. Money will come for an object to which
you are prepared to give up your life, but when there is no money you will not
miss it, and the object will be carried on, perhaps, all the better for want of
it." H.9 Dec. 10, 1938, p. 371.